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Statement of the Chairman 

Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions 

 

11 May 2020 

 

Budget performance for the period from 1 July 2018 to 30 June 2019, financing for 

the period from 1 July 2019 to 30 June 2020 and proposed budget for the period 

from 1 July 2020 to 30 June 2021 of the support account for peacekeeping 

operations 

(ACABQ report A/74/809; related reports of the Secretary-General A/74/622, A/74/743) 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

I am pleased to introduce the report of the Advisory Committee on the support 

account for peacekeeping operations on the budget performance for the period from 1 July 

2018 to 30 June 2019 and proposed budget for the period from 1 July 2020 to 30 June 2021. 

 

The Committee notes that the Secretary-General’s proposal for 2020/21 amounts 

to $363,420,700, including requirements for corporate initiatives in the amount of 

$42,230,500, which represents an increase of $14,522,700, or 4.2 per cent compared with 

the approved resources for 2019/20. 

 

The Committee notes that backstopping functions in Headquarters have continued 

to increase, despite reductions in number, scope and personnel of peacekeeping operations. 

The Committee trusts that future budget proposals for the support account would be more 

commensurate with the scale of peacekeeping. 

 

The Committee notes new proposed requirements in the amount of $4,089,500 to 

address and provide compensation for a backlog of over 300 post-traumatic stress disorder 

claims from peacekeeping military personnel related to closed missions. With a view to 
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promoting a sustainable and appropriate approach to the recent emergence of numerous 

post-traumatic stress disorder claims, including related to events which occurred some 20 

years ago, the Committee recommends that the Secretary-General prepare, as soon as 

possible, a study for the consideration of the General Assembly. The study should provide 

a holistic analysis of the policy, legal, administrative and financial aspects of the matter, 

including budgetary methodology for liability estimation and source of funding. Pending 

completion of this study, the Committee recommends against the proposed resources of 

$3,545,400 for the compensation of the claims. Emphasizing, however, the need for early 

settlement of death and disability claims, the Committee recommends approval of the 

proposed general temporary assistance and consultant resources for the processing of the 

backlog of outstanding cases. 

 

 Regarding vacancy rates, the Committee notes that the vacancy rate for 

international staff proposed for the 2020/21 period is lower than the actual average vacancy 

rate for 2018/19 and the approved rate for 2019/20. The Committee reiterates its view that 

proposed vacancy rates should be based, as much as possible, on actual rates, and trusts 

that detailed justification for the vacancy rates proposed for 2020/21 will be provided to 

the General Assembly at the time of its consideration of the present report. 

 

 The Committee notes that the lower-than-approved actual vacancy rate during the 

2018/19 period has been a contributing factor to the over-expenditures under salary costs 

which have impacted the fulfilment of the peacekeeping share of the after-service health 

insurance contribution. In this connection, the Committee expresses concern regarding the 

appropriateness and compliance with the Financial Regulations and Rules of the decisions 

of the Secretary-General to use $2.8 million from unencumbered balances of nine 

peacekeeping missions to cover for salary overruns under the support account, and to 

postpone a $2.5 million payment of the peacekeeping share of the after-service health 

insurance to 2019/20, without the prior approval of the General Assembly. The Committee 

is also concerned that a further postponement of $2.5 million for the peacekeeping share 

of the after-service health insurance is being envisaged in the current financial period, and 

calls for greater caution, transparency and budgetary diligence. The Committee trusts that 
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the Secretary-General will provide further information to the General Assembly at the time 

of its consideration of the present report. 

 

The Advisory Committee makes specific recommendations on the post and non-

post resources under the support account by department or office. Under post resources, 

the Committee recommends against one proposed post in DPO and one proposed 

redeployment in OIOS. Noting the elevated number of positions which have continued for 

a protracted length of time, the Committee also recommends that the Secretary-General 

review general temporary assistance requirements in his next budget proposal for the 

support account. Under operational costs, the Committee recommends reductions under 

consultants and consulting services, official travel, facilities and infrastructure, 

communications and information technology.  

 

The Advisory Committee’s recommendations would entail an overall reduction of 

$4,726,500 to the proposal of the Secretary-General for 2020/21.  

 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

 


